Shake it off!

What impact do tectonic plates have on natural disasters?
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We are going to create a non-chronological report
that will be uploaded to our school website as an
accessible, educational resource.
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continent a main, continuous expanse of land
N a natural event that causes great dam- o
natural disaster .
age or loss of life :
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A one of the parts of the earth’s surface
tectonic plate . .
that move in relation to each other
sudden, violent shaking of the ground as [~
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",‘:f-. crust or volcanic action
mountain or hill with a crater or vent
volcano through which lava, rock fragments, hot
vapour and gas erupt from the earth’s
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- | Why is Earth separated into continents?
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the 5 main continents, major oceans
and key geographical points on Earth,
including the Arctic and Antarctic cir-
cles

natural disasters which have hap-
pened within a chosen continent and
why e.g. earthquakes and volcanoes

the seven main tectonic plates and the
role they play in natural disasters

The outer part of the Earth is made up of tectonic plates, and these large, irregular
slabs of rock are always moving. This constant movement is known as plate tecton-
ics — and this is what led to the movement of land and the formation of the conti-

What are the layers of Earth?

Earth gets hotter towards the centre; the outer layer is the crust, beneath is the
outer mantle, the inner mantle and right at the centre is the core.

Are all volcanoes the same?

There are different types of volcano based on how they are formed; the different
types are shield volcano, stratovolcano and cindercone.

Can earthquakes happen anywhere?

Yes, however they are most likely to be felt along fault lines which are found at the
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Expert Example

Captivating continents!

A continent is a massive area of land that is separated from others by water or other natural features. There
are seven continents on Earth and together they cover one third of the world, with the five oceans covering
the other two thirds. Five of the seven continents are joined by land to another continent while Antarctica and
Australasia are separated from the others by oceans. Each continent has a wide range of different
landscapes, weather and animal life.

What are the seven continents?

Global map

7 continents map with 5 oceans
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How is the Earth divided?

A hemisphere is half of a sphere or ball. People use the word to describe one-half of Earth. Geographers, or
people who study Earth, have divided the planet into two sets of two hemispheres. These are the Northern and
Southern hemispheres and the Eastern and Western hemispheres.

An imaginary line called the equator divides the Northern and southern hemispheres. The equator is also
called 0° latitude it runs east and west around Earth’'s middle. Places north of the equator are part of the
Northern Hemisphere. Places south of the equator are in the Southern Hemisphere. The Northern Hemisphere
includes North America, Central America, Europe and mainland Asia. About half of Africa and a small part of
South America are also in the Northern Hemisphere. The rest of Africa, most of South America and all of

Australia and Antarctica lie in the Southern Hemisphere.

How were the continents formed?

The first detailed theory of Pangea was introduced in the early 20th century by German scientist, Alfred

Wegener. Wegener proposed that around 240 million years ago, the Earth's continents were joined together as

one immense land mass, which he called Pangea. This idea was sparked after extensive research into plant
life, biology and geclogy. It was 50 years before enough scientific evidence had been gathered for him to have
his work accepted.

The tropics of Capricorn and Cancer are 27° north The Arctic and Antarctic circles are 86.5° north and south
and south of the Equator. This is the area of the of the Equator. This is the area of the Earth where the sun's
Earth where the sun shines directly down so it is impact is the least and is the coldest area of the Earth.

the hottest and wettest area of the Earth. This also includes the North and South poles.




